
The Community and Ethics Shaping 
the Norwegian Sign Language Corpus

Get in touch!
Lindsay Ferrara

lindsay.ferrara@ntnu.no

Take a picture to 
access links to the corpus, 
as well as supplementary materials!

INTRODUCTION TO THE CORPUS

• Data collection: 2015 – 2024
• 109 signers, who vary in age, region, gender, 

socioeconomic, and educational backgrounds
• 60 hours of recorded interactions: dyad, triad, and 

multiparty elicited and semi-spontaneous interactions, 
meetings, presentations

• Video recordings are published in CLARINO, the 
Norwegian branch of CLARIN (a European digital 
infrastructure for language resources) (see QR code)

ISSUES

• Respecting signers’ personal data

• Creating long-term language resources that the deaf
community can access

• Facilitating research on this under-described language

• Limiting harm and exploitation by non-aligned
technology projects

DISCUSSION

• Consent and re-consent stipulations: multiple 
options governing data re-use and sharing

• Two licenses applied to the data.
• Video-recordings, summarized background

information of signers, and a selection of elicitation
and other supplementary materials (copy of consent
forms, background questionnaires, etc.) are
published online.

• Full background information on the signers, video-
data with consent restrictions, as well as the Corpus 
annotations files are not published online– but may
be available by contacting the Corpus manager.
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