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Dictionary Type

• Synchronic and general: covering contemporary everyday DGS

• Corpus-based and largely corpus-bound: based on DGS corpus data

• Descriptive: all regions of Germany, including regional variants

• Monolingual with DGS in focus, some bilingual features,  

German used as metalanguage for description  
→ hybrid, bilingualised dictionary


• Academic: dedicated to language documentation, free access, free of 
charge


• Medium: electronic, online → with movies and micons

Information Types (in Entries)

•   1  [FORM] Citation form of lemma sign and variants (movies)

•   2  [KOMMENTAR] Comments on form, usage, origin etc.

•   3  [BELEGLAGE] Corpus evidence: indication of frequency

•   4  [GRAMMATIK] Grammatical label, e.g. directional sign

•   5  [REGIONAL] Regional distribution including maps

•   6  [BEDEUTUNG …] List of signposts indicating senses, 

expandable to show more information addressed to each sense

•  6a  [PHRASE …] Signpost for a phrase


•   7  Signpost = rough indication of sense

•   8  [FORM] Movie for multi-sign names and phrases

•   9  [MUNDBILD] Typical mouthings or mouth gesture

• 10  [ERKLÄRUNG] Explanation of sense (“definition”)

• 11  [DEUTSCH] German translational equivalents

• 12  [ANMERKUNG] Additional information on usage

• 13  [GRAMMATIK] Grammatical label or comment

• 14  [BEISPIELE] Authentic examples with movie, context, 

translation; with link to example in Public DGS Corpus

• 15  [BEDEUTUNGSGLEICH] Synonyms or near synonyms

• 16  [ENTGEGENGESETZT] Antonyms

• 17  [HÄUFIGE KOMBINATIONEN] collocation patterns

• 18  [ZUSAMMENSETZUNGEN] Compound-like constructions

• 19  [REGIONAL] Regional distribution including maps

• 20  [SACHGRUPPEN] Subject areas


• 21  [ZUSAMMENSETZUNGEN] Compound-like constructions

• 22  [VERWANDT] Iconically and semantically related signs

• 23  [FORMGLEICH] Signs with same form

• 24  [FORMÄHNLICH] Signs with similar form

• 25  [KONKORDANZ] Linking to concordance view of sign tokens in 

Public DGS Corpus


	 	 • provided in each entry, • provided where applicable

Representation of Signs / Signing

• No widely-used writing system available

• Decision: without notation or glosses

• Solution:


• Single signs: movies (studio recordings) and micons

• Example sentences: movies (original corpus data)

• Cross-references: micons

Acess Structures

• [DGS] DGS (primary access structure: search via sign)


• ordered by entry number

• ordered by handshape

• ordered by location

• ordered by number of hands involved

• [planned: search for sign form by example]


• [Deutsch] German index: search via German word 

• [Sachgruppen] Subject index: search via subject area

• [Graph] Graph: playful visual access


Front and Back Matter

• [Intro] Front matter


• Introduction

• User’s guide

• Background information


• [Karten] Maps (back matter) 

• Distributional maps: months, days of the week, 

colours

• Geographical maps: cities, countries
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Maps: regional distributions
Distribution of one particular sign 
for a specific concept (sense)Distribution of co-existing signs 

for a specific concept (sense)
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Collocational patterns

EXPLANATION stretch of time 
available or needed for 
something
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Synonyms and antonyms

EXPLANATION not very cordial 
behaviour of persons; 
not very welcoming 
atmosphere
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