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Longitudinal spontaneous corpora
Benefits

• Allows observation of long-term language
development, in-depth detail

• Amenable to testing a wide range of
hypotheses within a variety of theoretical
frameworks
– theory neutral
– additional coding can always be added to reflect

new insights, theoretical assumptions, etc.
• Complements experimental/cross-sectional

study nicely
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Longitudinal spontaneous corpora
Drawbacks

• MacWhinney’s (2001) three-headed
monster of corpus transcription:
– Lack of standard format + rapid

proliferation of alternative formats
– Indeterminancy

• Difficult to determine what was really
said/signed

– Tedium
• Highly labor-intensive, continually subject to

revision and expansion
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Longitudinal spontaneous corpora
Desiderata (cf. MacWhinney 2001)

• multiple children, across time
• various familiar interlocutors
• captures representative sample of child’s

normal language
• strikes a balance between transcription

thoroughness and time/tedium
• allows easy access to points of interest, for

analysis or additional coding
• facilitates collaborative commentary
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Uconn-Gallaudet Corpus

• Longitudinal spontaneous
production data
– various adult interlocutors

interact with children
• L1 ASL signers:

– Monolingual Deaf
– Bilingual coda

• Ongoing transcription over
last 10 years
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ASL acquisition corpora
Uconn and Gallaudet combined sessions

 Child  Age 

Range  

#Sessions  #Hours 

(approx) 

A S L      

Abby  1;05 – 

3 ;04  

7 9  7 5  

Jill  1;07 – 

3 ;07  

7 7  7 9  

N e d  1;05 – 

4 ;02  

4 4  4 0  

D / D  

S a l  1;07 – 

2 ;10  

1 8  1 6  

C a l  6;10 – 

10;01  

1 1 5  5 0  D / H  

M e i  6;07 – 

10 ;0  

1 1 1  5 0  

B e n  1;04 – 

[4;04] 

[100]  [80]  

T o m  1;04 – 

[4;04] 

[100]  [80]  

H / D  

Pete  1;07 – 

[4;07] 

[100]  [80]  

 



Previous incarnation of database
FileMaker Pro + Autolog
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Previous incarnation of database
FileMaker Pro + Autolog

• FMP database designed for utterance-
by-utterance coding

• VCR controlled within FMP via Autolog
• Multiple layouts specifically for:

– coding of sign
– coding of context
– coding of nonmanual information

• Search and printing features
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Current incarnation of database
ELAN

• Quicktime (H.264 codec) movies in ELAN
• Tiers for:

– adult and child sign
– adult and child speech (for bilinguals)
– comments, feedback, analysis

• Elected to continue using English glosses
• Building of database

– coding done at both Uconn and Gallaudet
– transcripts available to small group of Uconn and

Gallaudet students/faculty
– “enriched” transcripts returned tagged to database
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Benefits of current system

• Linkage to video allows less detailed
basic transcript

• Encourages collaborative commentary-
new tiers easy to add or hide

• Merge function facilitates collaborative
transcription of the same video files

• Various output options facilitate analysis
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Sample analysis in Excel
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Remaining practical challenges

• Optimal methods for video compression and
archiving

• Management of wider data sharing and
collaborative commentary

• Consent and levels of confidentiality for wider
sharing (especially for child data)

• ELAN-specific issues
– modification of tier dependencies
– vertical rather than horizontal view
– remove default format for media files
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