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2. Content of the course:  
2.1. Course title: Semantics and pragmatics of sign languages  
2.2. Course description:  
 

This course aims at illustrating how meaning is conveyed in sign 
languages. The topics will cover formal approaches within the 
semantics/pragmatics interface in which the object of study is a signed 
language. Besides studying the language specific properties, we will 
also concentrate on the contribution of these visual-spatial languages 
to the semantics/pragmatics field.  

The course is divided in two parts. The first part provides an 
introduction to three basic advanced topics, namely quantifiers, scope 
and variables. The closer analysis of these topics will report evidence 
on how sign languages contribute to the dynamic semantics analysis 
of natural language. In the second part of the course, we will 
concentrate on the marking of Noun Phrases and how definite or 
specific interpretations arise. Data from American, French and Catalan 
Sign Language will be shown, which will highlight cross-linguistic 
variation.  

The final aim of the course is to familiarise students with the 
concepts and analytical tools they will require for research within the 
above mentioned areas. In addition, the experimental and 
methodological techniques which should be carried out by sign 
language linguists when developing studies in the 
semantics/pragmatics interface will be also illustrated.  
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