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Elicitation materials and their use in

sign language linguistics
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. . researcher / research question / Advantages and disadvantages of elicitation materials
type of material materials used : C L
project elicitation of...
’g of concrete and abstract objects Efthimiou 1 é'g[' articulation mechanisms of
- - : - e “word lists of isolated words
= . . . ome signs an rowin .. i . . . .
g of household objects, food, human actions, animals Morford 2 vocabula?ry J J + elicitation of isolated terms and citation form possible
= | - _ | | Zwitserlood 3 | classifiers ﬁ- output is a translation, polysemous words without an
= of ar_umlate and inanimate objects in typical and appropriate context might lead to unwanted answers
= atypical events Brentari 4 |classifiers b
N - - -
f” of different scenarios for role playing (doctor & Fenlon & Cormier| 5 body part possession (e.g. my language input sentences in spoken language
o patient) head) + relevant items can be 4+ contrasting grammatical phenomena is possible
E of veoble and obiects Fenlon & Cormier| 5 |alienable and inalienable named precisely - output is a translation
_'g PEop ) possession - informant has to be
of actions Hong 6 |agreement verbs proficient in spoken and [ text
photo- | ¢ yarious contents including actions and states Efthimiou 1 telzmp%ral 2! [9EUS TElRitens; ertten_language, + possible to compare long phrases in written language
(igsgalgthesd — et @%ﬁ classimners strong influence of and sign language
_ (0) ouseno opjects an , "’ . . S oken |an uage . . .. .
pictures) |actions (housekeeping) T@’ Konrad et al. 7 |signs for technical terms P guag stressful for informants with limited literacy
: : 2 || Centre for Sign child‘s knowledge of position of signed videos
set of |sets of four pictures with shishn B : - . . .
related |one differing from the others nggugsstlczl_and . f_'he ”elgat'vesposf_ess've verb in |+ can be watched as often as needed, no spontaneous
. pictures L Za Ig“ €5 5 ong Iong Ign farl\lng_:fage mistakes, controlled input
o pairs of drawings differing in etails rasborn general corpus o | — no interaction, questions not possible
S Cormier & Smith | 10 |classifiers; constructed action
O . . ;
= longitudinal changes in ASL usage -
:' . Morfora 2 land ongoing reliance on homesign cartoons
- § . seek what kinds of generaliza- + relaxed and informal atmosphere, recognition factor if
= tions that could be drawn from well-known characters are used
= |Frog story Wilkinson 11 3Lﬁf§triin;ncdogggtsh%fr isclggﬁgion . ﬁ- informants have to be familiar with cartoons, other-
S ' PALIGIAS U wise meaning can be unclear,
@ LIS, ASL and LSF (with Pizzuto et ) . . .
© al)) copyright problem, if cartoon is commercialized
D)
v ETP—— : p—
= Brentari 4 glrgssssiﬁlér:gmstlc COMpAljiSoniof pictures single drawings
v . + visual; can be produced hina h b d lici
O . : - grammar phenomena in o + everything has to be made explicit
§ various stories (ca. 6 cards each) Efthimiou 1 s |, 1?.asﬂy, (éllecci:]rfglof abslgrac— no coherence
o . flying elephant Zwitserlood 3 |classifiers 1o elel el c.an < oy
@ . Donald Duck chosen, prototypical picture story
4 . Wolf and Pigglets cross—linguistic comparison of (Vg objects can be shown + visual
S . three-legged alien Brentari 4 classiﬁersg ¥ S - limits the creativity of - might cause understanding problems
= . animal parade " — -
7 the informant
v . three-legged boy GL) /photographs
E _]n;E(';Il;eS»;OSIFiOerSIeS Hong 6 |agreement verbs E + lifelike, detailed
Q hor<e <tor \‘- copyright, too detailed, hard to abstract away from the
" bird storyy Cuxac 12 |inter- and intra-variability E photograph, hard to decide if the wanted answer is
picture books Crasborn 9 |general corpus of NGT - rr_1ean_t to be a general te-rm (e.g. hYpemym_) or.a SIS
Sendung mit der Maus O _C|al kind (e.g. hyponym); surrounding details distract
(different episodes) Zwitserlood 3 |classifiers " informants
(T
Tweety & Sylvester ; — ; : : : f '
(Canar»;/ RO\»/IV) Brentari 4 cross-linguistic comparison of - " motion picture / movie RIS
classifiers O . . . + realistic
) Wallace and Gromit = | o Ve, imeing [SiEies copyright problems for commercial movies
_E (train chase; drilling; entity classifiers; v _are more attractive for
= motorcycle becoming airplane) (constructed action) |nfo.rr_nants . (animations
£ W.Ith typical and atypical behaviour Cormier & Smith 1 - additional equipment + neutral, no well-known characters
T Pink Panther necessary - hard / expensive to produce
= (No peace in a hammock; constructed action > ; _
£ No open fires) (entity classifiers) for an open conversation (holiday, work etc.)
‘T‘:, The Mole and the Snowman __ _ + leaves room for self-expression, emotional topics
% Efthimiou 1 |classifiers tend to elicit natural data
= 70 items a 5 sec. people and objects : : : s elicited data is not comparable
s anima— |moving in typical and atypical ways Cormier & Smith | 10 |entity classifiers P
o . B ] B B 4 : e .
= tions :\;I]PSIeEVCe(r)aI\I/IVflgss.V\?ia?rrrée;tlglecca}(ltgbégcc:ﬁ (;?rc])g/re Zwitserlood 3 | classifiers topics fairy tales., fables
§ P + easy to prepare + output is comparable
. sketc - e .
o - not visual
2 video |- .bloopers* from a TV programme Crasborn 9 |general corpus of NGT level of familiarity is culture specific
clips person manipulating objects (e.g. putting paper on Cormier 14 singular and plural pronouns and "as a stimulus for a discussion (pro & contra)
(Zeenle) iEh e Erae + controversial topics might encourage informants to
_ actions of two people h Hong 6 |agreement verbs increase their amount of utterances
r&agl\l/siélsc Pear Story Wilkinson 13 | construals expressed in SLs - if all informants have the same opinion it is hard to
- A ctandardized = e - - | get the discussion going; informants might hesitate to
. INTETVIEW WIth Standardized questions imiot g:22:2:ifa|?£3;n§;:ments- release their personal opinion for publication
o signing varle_d_handsh_apes in classifier constructions with Brentari 4 |constraints on handshape '
2 specific meaning variation in classifiers ”games
. video in ?aubelztls?g? 85(0dllcTc|zsl\sl|((])‘F items in NGT, Crasborn 9 |general corpus of NGT + mlgh.t motivate mforr_nants, _
= SL | y I requires communication between informants,
3 _ varied Quer 15 |grammaticality judgements informants blend out camera setting more easily
isolated |verbs (Korean) Hong 6 |agreement verbs (combination of pictures and words
words | technical terms for housekeeping (German) Konrad et al. 7/ _|signs for technical terms + informant can choose which stimulus to react to (word or picture), works also for in-
given |. preferred cooking recipe | | formants with only limited knowledge of written language; text clarifies what is ex-
v eg(oplﬁgcnil ' QLSS?JQ?SL)EVGMS (September 11, AFZ factory Cuxac 12 Igepﬁcd'scourse material on same actly meant by the picture (object or action, tree or special kind of tree, kind of object
= _
S tions . linguistic topic from university course or general ter”T) . : : : : :
S B - not clear to which stimulus subject reacts to, which stimulus influences signs
diagram family tree chart Fenlon & Cormier| 5 |kinship terms
= ﬁgltj?iynes representation of different spatial layouts of discourse ] ] o ] ]
59 o | & written E&:}rg&%ints, English text to be translated into sign Cormier 14 |first person plural pronouns DOCU me nt| ng and S har| ng e I |C|tat|0n mate r|a| S
S
%2 o | language
= g-— \évrltteg glomlt_)lna;tlondOf ptltcturte (?]hqtolgtraph or el er 15 | e (o el Elicitation materials should be made accessible for everyone reading a publication because
erm rawing) and written tecnnical term ‘ onrad et al. SIgNS 10r tecnnical terms . . . . . .
Shetre | (ot e amd o seasin) _ o th_ey.prowde important m_formatlon about_ the data. Materials should be provided
- within the publication or in a central archive (open access).
No. | Title of project Setting up a central archive concerns the following issues:

DIANOEMA: Visual analysis and sign recognition for GSL modelling and
robot teleoperation

Language acquisition in adolescent first-language learners

Classifiers in NGT

Sign Language Classifiers

Inalienable possession in BSL

Agreement verbs in Korean Sign Language

Fachgebardenlexikon Hauswirtschaft

Hong Kong Sign Language, production data from deaf children
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Corpus NGT

=
o

The expression of Perspective, Location and Motion in British Sign
Language (PaLM)

—
[

Narratives of Frog Stories

=
N

LS-Colin

=
(98)

Narratives of Pear Stories

=
N

Grammaticization of Indexing Signs: How American Sign Language
Expresses Numerosity

=
Ul

Grammar of LSC and crosslinguistic comparison

=
o)}

Fachgebardenlexikon Gartnerei und Landschaftsbau

Experiences have shown

e cultural differences in prototypical artefacts
(e.g. phone booth)

e cultural differences in punchlines, stories,
fables etc. e.g. Grimm’s Fairytales vs.
Aesop’s Fables,

e common stories might not be well-known
within the deaf community

 some materials (e.g. Frog story, Tweety & Sylvester) are
suitable for cross-linguistic studies particularly because they
have been used already for many signed and spoken langu-

 permanent, long-term accessibility

e copyright issues

e description of elicitation:
e citation information
e original author

ages . .
e a large number of stimuli of the same kind can be tiring/ * sha.lrmg _materlals |
boring * licensing e.g. creative commons

* hosting organization (academical institution, funding body)

e technical requirements (to store not only text, but also video materials)
e preservation of data even with technology changing over time

e cultural area the materials have been originally devised

e research area or question the materials have been devised and used for
» description of alterations of original materials

« advantages and disadvantages of the materials
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